IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with 6 tr i kothrough . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (Previously Presented), (cancelled), (withdrawn), 
(Previously Presented), (previously presented), or (not entered). 

Please AMEND claims 1-9, 11, 13-18, 20-24 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A product information supply method for supp l y i ng a 
tormina l of a us e r who d e s i r e s to purchas e a product v i a a n e twork w i th i nformation about a 
ro l atod product that cou l d bo bought togothor w i th sa i d product, sa i d method comprising: 

receiving combination information about combinations of products from a terminal of an 
p e rson individual w ho has bought the products combination of products 7 : and 

making registration of said combination information with-ina database, so that the 
combination information can be accumulated; an4 

searching the database in response to i nqu i ry i nformat i on inquiries about the combination 
information from tho torm i na l of th e us e r to supp l y tho torm i na l of tho usor w i th corrospond i ng 
combinat i on i nformat i on extracted from the database on tho bas i s of tho i nquiry i nformat i on ; and 

allowing a plurality of consumers to each purchase a same combination of products via a 
network, as that of the combination of products purchased by the individual . 

2. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , wherein each of said inquiries correspond to i nqu i ry informat i on i s a choice signal that 
indicates a product chosen at tbe-aterminal of tho uso ra consumer in order to specify a 
candidate for purchase or place a buy order. 

3. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , wherein said i nqu i ry i nformat i on inquiries is -are sent from tbe-terminals of tho uco r said 
consumers . 

4. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , wherein said i nqu i ry i nformat i on inquiries is -are sent by the terminals of the ueewonsumers 
via a Web server that provides an online shop that sells the products included in the combination 



2 



of products 



5. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , further comprising a stop of storing information concerning a number of times a purchase of 
the fetated -same combination of p roducts have been made on the basis of the corresponding 
combination information supplied to tbe-aterminal of tho uso ra consumer . 

6. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , wherein: 

the corresponding combination information includes information about a link to a Web 
page that introduces the r el at e d products i nto usors combination of products to the consumers ; 
and 

the method further comprises storing information concerning a number of times 
reference has been made to the Web page by the combination information. 

7. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
5, further comprising providing the pefsen -individual w ho has made registration of the 
combination information with a reward based on the number of times a purchase of the ro l atod 
products same combination of products have been made on the basis of the combination 
information registered by said eefse ftindividual . or based on the number of times reference has 
been made to the Web page by the combination information. 

8. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
5, further comprising determining priority of supplying th e uso ra consumer with the combination 
information on the basis of the number of times a purchase of the ro l atod products same 
combination of products have been made on the basis of the combination information, or based 
on the number of times reference has been made to the Web page by the corresponding 
combination information. 

9. (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
5, further comprising a stop of providing, from a seller who sells the r el at e d products combination 
of products or an operating person who operates the Web site, a managing person who 
manages the database^ with a reward based on the number of times a purchase of the r el at e d 
products same combination of products have been made on the basis of the combination 
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information registered by said pefeef rindividual . or based on the number of times reference has 
been made to the Web page by the combination information. 

10. (Original) The product information supply method according to claim 1 , wherein 
the combination information stored in the database is registered by an e-mail or a Web page for 
making registration. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The product information supply method according to claim 
1 , further comprising: 

confirming that a buy order of a ro l atod produo t the same combination of products is 
placed on the basis of the corresponding combination information extracted from the database 
and sent to the use fconsumer ; and 

sending an e-mail to the useMerminal of the consumer to ask the usef ^onsumer t o 
make registration of combination information to be stored in the database after a predetermined 
period lapses from confirmation. 

12. (Previously Presented) The product information supply method according to 
claim 1, further comprising producing marketing information from the combination information, 
the marketing information being sold to another person or organization. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A product information acquiring method for acqu i ring 
i nformat i on about a r el at e d product that could be bought tog e th e r w i th a product bought by a 
usor who op e rat e s a torm i na l via a notwork, sa i d m e thod comprising: 

acquiring information about combination of products as that of the combination of 
products purchased by a person: 

sending inquiry information about combination information concerning a -the combination 
of-the-products and tho rolatod product t o a server that manages a database storing the 
combination information that has been registered by a -the p erson who has bought purchased 
the product combination of products : and 

outputting, from the server, corresponding combination information extracted from the 
database by search of the database based on the inquiry information. 

14. (Currently Amended) The product information acquiring method according to 
claim 13, wherein said inquiry information is sent as a choice signal which indicates that a-the 
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product same combination of products w as chosen at tbe-aterminal of th e us e ra consumer in 
order to specify a candidate for purchase or place a buy order. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The product information acquiring method according to 
claim 13, wherein said inquiry information is sent by the terminal of the use ^onsumer v ia a Web 
server that provides an online shop that sells the products; and 

said combination information is received by the terminal of the usef- consumer v ia a Web 
server that provides an online shop that sells the products 

16. (Currently Amended) The product information acquiring method according to 
claim 13, further comprising: 

sending to the server a signal that places a buy order of a product on the basis of the 
combination information extracted from the database; 

receiving, from the server, an e-mail that asks to make registration of combination 
information about said product combination of products with the database after a predetermined 
period elapses from placement of the buy order; and 

sending combination information including given items back to the server by an e-mail or 
access to a Web page for making registration of combination information described in said e- 
mail that asks to make registration. 

17. (Currently Amended) The product information acquiring method according to 
claim 13, further comprising caus i ng rewarding the usor person t o rec e iv e a r e ward based on a 
number of times a purchase of a rolatod produc tt he same combination of products has been 
made or a number of times reference has been made to a Web page that introduces re l at e d 
produots the same combination of products , when reference is made by another ueef^onsumer 
to the combination information that has been registered by said us e r person t hat purchasos at 
l oast on e of tho ro l atod products or reference is made to the Web page described in the 
combination information as link information. 

18. (Currently Amended) A product information registering method for mak i ng 
reg i strat i on of i nformat i on about a rolatod product that cou l d bo bought togothor w i th a product 
bought by a usor who op e ratos a term i na l v i a a notwork, sa i d mothod comprising: 

registering information corresponding to a combination of products to be bought together 
by a user who operates a terminal via a network: 
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entering given items of combination information corresponding to the combination of 
products fe y-via the terminal of the user by an e-mail or access to a Web page for making 
registration of the combination information; 

sending the given items of combination information to a server that manages a database 
for storing the combination information; and 

caus i ng rewarding the user to r e c ei v e a r e ward based on a number of times a purchase 
of a same r e lat e d produot combination of products has been made or a number of times 
reference has been made to a Web page that introduces r e lat e d produots t he combination of 
products , when reference is made by another user to the combination information that has been 
registered by said user that purchas e s at le ast on e of th e r e lat e d products or reference is made 
to the Web page described in the combination information as link information. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer readable recording medium storing a program 
for supplying a use HJlurality of users w ho operates a-terminals to purchase a product 
combination of products via a network, said program causing a computer to perform: 

storing combination information about a product and a rolatod produo tt he combination of 
products that could be bought together w i th sa i d product ; 

registering combination information that has been supplied by a person who has bought 
the product; 

searching the database on the basis of i ngu i ry informat i on inguiries about the 
combination of products from the users and sending corresponding combination information 
extracted therefrom to the terminals of the user s as reguested : and 

storing a value indicating a reward based on a number of times a purchase of a ro l atod 
Pf9€tae tthe same combination of products has been made by the users or a number of times 
reference has been made to a Web page that introduces ro l atod products t he combination of 
products , when reference is made by another user to the combination information that has been 
registered by said usor person that purchasos at l oast ono of th e r el atod products or reference is 
made to the Web page described in the combination information as link information. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A product information supply apparatus supp l y i ng a usor 
who oporatos a torm i na l to purchas e a product v i a a network, said apparatus 
oompris e s comprising : 
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a database storing combination information about a product and a rolatod produot that 
could bo bought togothor with sa i d produc t a combination of products purchased by a person ; 

registration making unit for making registration of combination information that has been 
supplied by a -the p erson who has bought the produot combination of products : 

information outputting unit for searching the database on the basis of inquiry information 
about the combination of the products from tbe-users and sending corresponding combination 
information extracted therefrom to tbe-terminals of the users; and 

reward storing unit for storing a value indicating a reward based on a number of times a 
purchase of a ro l atod product has boon a same combination of products has been made by the 
users or a number of times reference has been made to a Web page that introduces r e lat e d 
products the combination of products , when reference is made by another user to the 
combination information that has been registered by said usef -person t hat purchas e s at le ast 
on e of th e ro l atod products or reference is made to the Web page described in the combination 
information as link information. 

22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a registration unit to register a product combination supplied by a person who 
has bought the product combination via a network; 

an output unit to search for the registered product combination based on inquiries by 
users; and 

a reward unit to store a value indicating a reward for the person, based on a number of 
purchases of toe- a same registered product combination by users who searched for the 
registered product combination. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

registering a product combination supplied by a person who has bought the product 

combination via a network; 

searching for the registered product combination based on inquiries by users; and 
rewarding the person, based on a number of purchases of tfre ^a same registered product 

combination by users who searched for the registered product combination. 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

registering means for registering a product combination supplied by a person who has 
bought the product combination via a network; 
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searching means for searching the registered product combination based on inquiries by 
users; and 

rewarding means for rewarding the person, based on a number of purchases of tbe-a 
same registered product combination by users who searched for the registered product 
combination. 
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